
T he Whitehall Volunteer Fire Company Inc. found itself again hosting the state 

Firefighter I course.  Local firefighters from  area fire departments are participat-

ing in the training which is the entry training for new firefighters.  Although not all are 

―new‖ firefighters.  Marvin Hawk from Penrhyn Engine & Hose in Middle Granville is 

taking the course even though he is a state certified Level I Fire Instructor.  ―You can  

always learn things from others, it gives you a new perspective you may not have con-

sidered before.‖ the former fire chief said.  Not only are Whitehall firefighters in the 

class but Hampton, Granville, Queensbury, Kingsbury and Fort Edward. 

 

 Fire f ighter One Class  Returns  to  Whiteha l l  

 New FEM A Grant Awarded to Whiteha l l  

T he U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security’s 

Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency (FEMA) 

has awarded $21,300 Assis-

tance to Firefighters Grant 

(AFG) to the Whitehall Vol-

unteer Fire Company Inc. 

according to a representative 

of United States Senator 

Chuck Schumer. 

This grant will enhance fire-

ground communication 

through the purchase of  

Cross Band Radio Repeaters 

located on select apparatus 

which will enable firefight-

ers to utilize high band ra-

dios to talk on low band 

radio frequencies.   In addi-

tion to the mobile radio re-

peater system, 10 Pagers 

will be purchased for fire 

company members to alert 

them when a fire call is 

toned out.  An Automatic 

Electronic Defibrillator 

(AED) will be purchased 

and kept on Engine 481 in 

the case of sudden cardiac 

arrest of the public or a fire-

fighter.  Sudden cardiac 

arrest is the leading cause of 

death for firefighters in the 

United States.   
 

 A ―Rescue Randy‖ Training 

Manikin, who simulates a 

life-size man, will make 

rescue scenarios more real 

to firefighters while in prac-

tice.  Membership in White-

hall Volunteer Fire Com-

pany Inc. has been swelling 

over the last few years. Fire 

Chief Bryan Brooks Jr. 

credits an aggressive fire 

training program and an 

active membership that has 

reached out to the commu-

nity.  
 

S ince 2005, the AFG 

program has provided 

over $210,000 in grants to 

the Whitehall Volunteer 

Fire Company Inc. all 

through the efforts of one 

firefighter – Past Fire Chief 

Brian Brooks Sr.   Brian’s  

past work has enabled the 

fire company to purchase 

two-way radio equipment 

for apparatus, and pagers 

for members; personal pro-

tective equipment such as 

turn-out gear and Self Con-

tained Breathing Apparatus 

(SCBA) for respiratory pro-

tection; two new computers 

with a wireless network for 

the firehouse, a new 3000 

gallon Peterbilt Tanker 

Truck, all through federal 

grants and a new ice water 

Rescue Boat with the assis-

tance of State Senator Betty 

Little’s office.  Since 1989, 

Firefighter Brooks has con-

tributed well over a quarter 

million dollars in much 

needed equipment to the 

local fire service. 
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M aybe volunteer fire units need to start taking their 

cue from a certain credit card firm to spread the 

message that suiting up for the risky business of battling 

fires is no cheap undertaking.   ―People take everything 

for granted,‖ says Darrell LaChapelle, 1st Assistant 

Chief  and is responsible for issuing  Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) for the fire company members.  ―They 

don’t realize what we need here. When you add it all up, 

you’re looking at quite a bit of money.‖  
 

Consider what is required to get a volunteer ready for 

the job.  You can start with the bunker pants and jackets, 

averaging about $2,200 combined. Add a Nomex hood 

for $30 to $55. A pair of fire gloves runs the bill up an-

other $55. To extricate a highway crash victim from a 

collapsed vehicle, a special kind of glove is required, 

retail price, $55. Boots can run around $325. Placing an 

air pack on a firefighter’s back and mask bears a price 

tag of $4,800.  No firefighter would dare race inside a 

flaming house or business structure minus a helmet that 

can withstand heat up to 800 degrees, so make room in 

the budget for another $275. Add to it the protective face 

shield. That’s another $125 item. And don’t forget the 

traditional red suspenders. Kick in another $50 for a 

suitable pair. 

―Add all that up and you’re 

somewhere over $8,000 to outfit 

a man to be able to fight a fire,‖ 

LaChapelle says. ―And to think 

we’ve got 35 of them, now 

throw in a dozen air packs for 

the interior guys . Look at how 

much that costs you.  There’s a 

lot of things that pertains to 

fighting fires that people don’t 

understand we have to have.  

For example: a pair of bunker 

pants now must have a class 2 

rope harness built into them 

required by New York State law 

for escape from a second floor 

from a burning building .‖   
 

Long before a firefighter liter-

ally gets a baptism under fire, 

the work actually starts in the 

classroom with mandatory in-

struction.  ―I just sent 15 guys 

through Firefighter One class 

over the last two years,‖ La-

Chapelle notes. ―It’s a 90-hour 

class.  We were fortunate that is 

was done here in Whitehall for 

two years straight.  A few of our 

guys took it last December driv-

ing to Salem every week.‖ 

After that, a novice firefighter 

must pass muster in other 

classes — driver training, haz-

ardous materials, first-aid/CPR 

and auto extrication.   All such 

instruction must be paid for by 

the fire company. 
 

A fleet of trucks, a rescue boat 

and other vehicles is no cheap 

proposition by any stretch of the 

imagination.  Consider that 

Whitehall Volunteer Fire Com-

pany has 8 pieces of apparatus. 

Its newest engine-tanker cost 

$191,000 when purchased in 

2008.  ―Luckily for us we had 

$95,000 in a grant for the truck.  

Dresden’s new truck purchased 

last year was $210,000‖ noted 

LaChapelle.  Replacing Engine 

481,  the first due engine at the 

Whitehall station  is expected to 

run $350,000.  ―We are looking 

to refurbish Engine 481, a 1992 

Pierce pumper, which has a six 

man cab.  The truck is hitting the 

critical 20 year old mark and a 

refurb  is expected to run about 

$60,000.‖ LaChapelle said.   
 

The cost doesn’t end with the 

sticker.  ―Look at the equipment 

we have to put on it,‖ said La-

Chapelle. What it means for 

Whitehall Volunteer Fire Com-

pany is laying out another 

$35,000 to equip the trucks, from 

ladders to hoses to the air packs.  

A good quality fire nozzle will 

run $800 to a $1000 each depend-

ing on the hose size.  Most of the 

trucks carry two to three pre-

connected hose lines set up for 

rapid deployment and Large Di-

ameter Hose for water supply. 
 

Insurance is a must. LaChapelle 

says the fire company shells out 

nearly $10,000 annually to main-

tain its premiums on the building 

and the vehicles.  Then there is 

the fuel. Not just diesel for the 

trucks, which average four to six 

miles per gallon, but the station 

needs to be heated which can run 

$8,000—$9,000 per year.  
 

When attacking a fire - OSHA 

requires a “2 in, 2 out rule”.  That 

is two firefighters backing up two 

other firefighters that are in the 

house.  ―That is the law‖, said 

Bryan Brooks, Fire Chief of the 

company.  ―So if there are four 

firefighters committed to one en-

try point into a home.  Another 

point of entry into a building will 

require another four firefighters.  

At $8000 to outfit each firefighter

- means a cost of $32,000 per 

entry crew.  Two entry teams will 

require $64,000 worth of protec-

tive gear before going in to a 

structure.‖ Brooks says.   Just 

getting firefighters to a fire re-

quires each one to have his own 

pager which runs $350 each with 

$50 batteries that need replacing 

every two years ―It’s very tough 

sometimes,‖ the chief says . 

 

      * 

 

* Based on 2005 costs 

Outfitting a typical firefighter for duty:  
  Around $8,000. 
Running a volunteer fire company:   
  $125,000—200,000 per year 
Saving your home and loved ones:   
  Priceless. 

and operate a modern fire company in the 21st century 
  



W ater is our most 

abundant and least 
expensive fire fighting 

agent.  When the fire com-

pany arrives at a working 

fire, we need to be able to 

quickly determine which 

tactics we should employ 

and how best to supply 

ourselves with water. There 

are several vital bits of in-

formation which we need.  

First and foremost, we need 
to know how much water is 

available from the closest 

hydrant so that we may 

determine whether we can 

deploy 4‖ or 5‖ supply lines 

that we refer to as Large 
Diameter Hose (LDH).  If  

we lay in LDH from an 

inadequate hydrant this will 

result in exceeding the ca-

pacity of the hydrant and 

thus be ineffective. This is 

known as "available flow."   

We have found the most 
efficient means to convey 

this important information 

to first arriving apparatus is 

to paint the hydrant tops 

and caps using standardized 

color codes. These colors 

give us a reasonably accu-

rate picture as to how the 
hydrant should perform.  

They are easy to recognize 

and most experienced pump 

operators know there are 

places in the village where 

―available flow‖ problems 

exist.  A Blue hydrant de-

livers 1500 GPM; A green 

hydrant- 1000-1499 GPM; 

Orange hydrant- 500-999 

GPM ;Red Hydrant- below 
500 GPM;  Black indicates 

a hydrant that is out of ser-

vice. 
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 Recent Fire  Company News  —  From the  Highway 

 Size Up     B y Fire  Chief  B ryan B rooks  

 Fire  Company Part icipates  in Fun and Fitness  Day  

Change Your Batteries in 

Smoke Detectors and 

Carbon Monoxide 

Detectors at each daylight 

savings time change.   

Whitehall Firefighter Wayne LaFrance helps future firefighters with a hoseline. West Glens Falls Fire Dept. provided a fire safety 

trailer.  West Glens Falls Fire Explorer Post members show common home hazards and how to escape from a smoke filled room.  

F irefighters wear new federally mandated road safety vests at all highways incidents.  Traffic accidents on busy route 4 corridor 

keep Whitehall firefighters busy.  Rollovers, and dramatic crashes are the norm for the highways leading in and out of town.  

Lower speed fender-benders are most likely to occur in the village limits. 



Join your local volunteer professionals.  

 WE NEED MEMBERS!  

Emergency Call 911 

Station Phone: 518-499-0720 

E-mail:  whitehallfire@verizon.net 

Your Donation Is Appreciated! 

Firefighters from Whitehall Volunteer Fire Co. and Skenes-

borough Central Fire Co. save a structure on North Williams 

Street last summer.  The  building was saved, but sustained  

heavy smoke and heat damage throughout the home.   

 Yo u r  Wh i t e h a l l  

F i r e f i g h t e r s  i n  Ac t i o n  
Help Wanted - Men and Women  

Firefighters Needed! 

Not all firefighters go into burning buildings. 

We need apparatus drivers, scene support personnel 

and even people to do administration and office work.  

Stop by the firehouse any Tuesday night. 

Whitehall  Volunteer Firefighters Vis it  Elementary School During Fire Prevention Week  
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Send Your Donation to: 

Whitehall Volunteer 

Fire Company Inc. 

P.O. Box 188 

Whitehall, New York 12887 

www.whitehallvolunteers.8k.com 

www.myspace.com/whitehallfire 

Look for us on  

facebook 
Become a facebook fan! 

We’re on the web! 

Please insure your smoke detectors are operational.   

Carbon Monoxide Detectors are required by law for all residential homes. 


