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Fire Company Receives Air Boat

T

he Whitehall Volunteer Fire Company Inc. with the help of Senator
Betty Little has received a member item
appropriation for the purchase of a new
rescue airboat to serve northern Washing-

ton and Warren Counties, and southern
Essex County. The boat was manufactured by Rivercraft of Norwich NY .
Since 1988, WVFC has maintained an Ice
Water Rescue Team that serves on Lake
Champlain, Lake George, Champlain
Barge Canal, Hadlock Pond, Mettawee
and Poultney Rivers. The fire company

 New Tanker Delivered

also responds into Vermont State including Lake Bomoseen and Lake St. Catherine.
On February 28, 2006, a rescue call on
Lake George at Hulett’s Landing reported
a man through the ice. This incident took
place several hundred yards off shore,
placing firefighters in the precarious spot
of tending rescue lines while on the ice
(which is very dangerous). The victim
died as a result of this accident. Eventually Horicon Fire Department arrived with
their airboat and retrieved the victim.
This new airboat means firefighters will
not have to place themselves in harms way
by traveling out onto the ice over long
distances to reach a victim. Not only will
this enable firefighters a faster response,
but will increase retrieval times, returning
multiple victims on a safe vessel that can
travel over ice, snow and water.
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New Engine-Tanker Added Thanks to FEMA Grant
The new truck is a 2008
Peterbuilt on a chassis especially built for use by the
fire service; the body was
constructed by Vermont
Fire Technologies (V-Tec)
in Williamstown, Vermont. The unit carries 3000 gallons of water
with a 1000 gallon per
minute pump. The truck is
equipped with three 10
inch quick dumps - that
can dump water off the
back and each side; Also
included a 3000 gallon
portable tank. This will

Inside this issue:

enable the unit to shuttle
water between fire scenes
and any available water
sources in the town where
no hydrants are available.
The unit will be able to

serve as primary response
vehicle as it will have two
1½ inch and two 2½ inch
pre-connected handlines;
four inch large diameter
(Continued on page 2)

50 Years Old - 1957

2

Free Smoke Detectors

2

Fire Safety Tips

2

Water and Available Flow

3

Recent News

3

Join the Fire Company

4

Page 2
(Continued from page 1)

hose for supply lines and a
complete NFPA ladder
package for initial fire attack. Funding for this truck
was provided by the Assistance to Firefighter Grant
program through FEMA
and Homeland Security.
The grant of $90,000 was
written by firefighter Brian
Brooks Sr. The total cost of
the unit is $189,000. The
anticipated service life for
vehicle will be approximately 30 years. The fire
company had only one 1800
gallon tanker up until now.

“In a fire,
time is
critical.
Don't waste
time getting
dressed,
don't
search for
pets or
valuables.”

Whitehall Volunteer Fire Company Turns 50

I

n the fall of 1957 a volunteer fire company was organized to assist the paid village fire department. Earlier
in the year, members of the
local Grange felt a strong need
for additional fire protection.
Men from all over town gathered together to form what is
now the Whitehall Volunteer
Fire Company Inc.

T
First fire engine (Engine 32) upon
delivery in October of 1957.
Pictured L-R, is first Chief Joe
Lyons, Bill Enny, Bob Belden
and an unidentified firefighter.

hat spirit is still strong,
the members of the fire
company spend countless
hours of training in rescue and
firefighting to aid their
neighbors.

Fire Safety Tips

M

ake sure all family members know what to do in
the event of a fire. Draw a floor
plan with at least two ways of
escaping every room. Make a
drawing for each floor. Dimensions do not need to be correct.
Make sure the plan shows important details: stairs, hallways
and windows that can be used
as fire escape routes.

Choose a safe meeting place
outside the house.

Test windows and doors—do
they open easy enough? Are
they wide enough. Or tall
enough?

Practice alerting other members.
It is a good idea to keep a bell
and flashlight in each bedroom.
Conduct a family meeting and
discuss the following topics:

Always sleep with the bedroom doors closed. This will
keep deadly heat and smoke
out of bedrooms, giving you
additional time to escape. Find
a way for everyone to sound a
family alarm. Yelling, pounding on walls, whistles, etc.
Practice yelling "FIRE!" In a
fire, time is critical. Don't
waste time getting dressed,
don't search for pets or valuables. Just get out! Roll out of
bed. Stay low. One breath of
smoke or gases may be enough
to kill.

Free Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detector Program

T
Firefighter Joe La Rock
installs a free smoke detector
in a local resident's home.

he Whitehall Volunteer Fire Company
Inc. along with Skenesborough Volunteer Fire Company and Skenesborough
Emergency Squad, took
part in distributing free
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors to income

eligible residents. The
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors were supplied
through a grant by TriCounty United Way. This
grant ensures the safety of
local senior citizens by contributing more than 500
smoke alarms and CO de-

tectors and 1,000 batteries. Local firefighters in
both Warren and Washington counties installed
the alarms. Anyone who
would like a free smoke
detector please contact
one of your local emergency service agencies.
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Water, Water Everywhere — but not a drop to spare?

W

ater is our most
abundant and least
expensive fire fighting
agent. When the fire company arrives at a working
fire, we need to be able to
quickly determine which
tactics we should employ
and how best to supply
ourselves with water. There
are several vital bits of information which we need.
First and foremost, we need
to know how much water is
available from the closest
hydrant so that we may
determine whether we can
deploy supply lines that we

refer to as Large Diameter
Hose (LDH). If we lay in
LDH from an inadequate
hydrant this will result in
exceeding the capacity of
the hydrant and thus be
ineffective. This is known
as "available flow."
The most efficient means to
convey this important information to first arriving apparatus is to paint the hydrant tops and caps using
standardized color codes.
These colors give us a reasonably accurate picture as
to how the hydrant should
perform. They are easy to

recognize and
most experienced
pump operators
know there are
places in the village where
“available flow”
problems exist. A
Blue hydrant delivers 1500 GPM;
A green hydrant1000-1499 GPM;
Orange hydrant500-999
GPM ;Red Hydrant- below 500
GPM; Black indicates a
hydrant that is out of service.

Whitehall Volunteer Fire
Company Inc.

Flat Ice Training on South Bay across
from the John A. Brooks Memorial
Fishing Pier in February 2007.

Recent Fire Company News

Firefighter Jim Brooks in
center, Junior Firefighters Clayton Ryder, left
and Matt Oliver, right
have completed Firefighter I course held in
Salem, New York. Ten
Whitehall Vol. firefighters graduated in 2008.

A recent structure fire
was a result of unsafe
woodstove ash disposal.
Whitehall firefighters
made quick work of the
fire which had made its
way into the walls. A
thermal imaging camera
was used to check for
fire extension.

Fire Company Officers Elected

O

n Tuesday, March 10th the Whitehall Volunteer
Fire Company Inc. met for its annual meeting and
elected the following officers:
Fire Chief Bryan Brooks Jr.; 1st Asst. Chief Darrell LaChapelle; 2nd Asst. Chief Steve Brock; Captain Tom
Rock; 1st Lieutenant Tim Lang; 2nd Lieutenant Paul
Little; President Ray Downs; Vice President Brian
Brooks Sr.; Secretary Dave Pomainville; Treasurer Wayne LaFrance;
A five year seat on the Board of Directors was awarded
to Len Nichols.

Whitehall firefighters working on the
roof of Commonwealth Plywood after
an explosion and subsequent
structure fire in November 2006.

A recent drill on an abandoned structure allowed
new firefighters to become
acquainted with tanker
operations, handline usage
and exposure protection.
Junior firefighters were
especially targeted for
training on fireground
safety.
The fire company uses
only properties that will
benefit training objectives
and unfortunately cannot
just burn “anything” for a
drill or donation.

New Engine-Tanker (ETA 483) stands
by with a load of water at a recent
drill held in March 2009.
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Whitehall, New York 12887
Emergency Call 911
Station Phone: 518-499-0720
E-mail: whitehallfire@verizon.net

We’re on the web!
www.whitehallvolunteers.8k.com
www.myspace.com/whitehallfire

WE NEED MEMBERS!

Help Wanted - Men and Women
Firefighters Needed!
New Engine-Tanker in Action

L to R: Junior Firefighters Clayton Ryder, Luke Wescott,
and Firefighter Chris Bennett display a smoke detector
similar to those being installed by Whitehall Firefighters. Firefighters are needed ages 16 and up. Stop by the
firehouse any Tuesday night.

Not all firefighters go into burning buildings.
We need apparatus drivers, scene support personnel
and even people to do administration and office work.

New Engine Tanker (ETA-483) dumps 3000 gallon load of
water in portable tank at a recent drill held in March.

